Please reply to:

30 Blanchard Road

Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 4T7

668-8824, dhitch@yknet.yk.ca

December 16, 1999

Indoor Soccer Centre Partnership

Lois Moorcroft

Minister of Education

Moorcroft

Yukon Government Administration Building

A-3

Dear Minister Moorcroft:

The Whitehorse Indoor Soccer Centre Facilities Committee thanks you for the privilege of meeting with you last summer to discuss our partnership proposal. We also approached the Minister of Community and Transportation Services, and received from Minister Keenan a conditional willingness to conduct further discussion in a letter of November 30, 1999. On December 15, we had a productive meeting with Peter Milner, Director of Sport and Recreation, who had some useful insights into the proposal.

It is now clear that inclusion in the City of Whitehorse Multiplex development is not viable. Phase II of the Multiplex is now in greater doubt and the time frame is larger than we can realistically wait. The three-way partnership, among YTG, the City and the committee, to develop a facility at F.H. Collins High School, first formally suggested to YTG in a letter to the Government leader of May 10, 1999, is the most practical option.

At this time, the committee would like to request staff support from your department as well as from the Department of Community and Transportation Services (a separate letter is being sent to Minister Keenan). This support would be to assist the committee to develop terms of reference for a feasibility and conceptual design options study.

The study is essential at this point. We need a clearer understanding of infrastructure needs such as utilities, parking and street access. There may be several location options at the school. The issue of the potential or eventual reconstruction of the school needs to be considered. Although the committee has no doubt that the facility will be fully exploited in the indoor season, it would be useful to have the projected numbers. It is desirable to more formally list the alternate uses of soccer centres elsewhere. (I just learned this week that the Lethbridge centre will be hosting both provincial and national Judo competitions in 2000). It would be helpful to have construction cost estimates for our northern climate, as well as projected operating costs and revenues. The YTG staff support may also indicate other information needs which the study could satisfy.

We would also like to request your assistance in identifying possible funding sources within government to conduct this feasibility and conceptual design study. We anticipate an approximate cost of $20,000 to complete the work in the study.

Sincerely,

Doug Hitch

Chair, Whitehorse Indoor Soccer Centre Facilities Committee

cc:

Wendie Osborne, President, Whitehorse Minor Soccer Association

Jacob Hansen, Coordinator, Yukon Selects

James McCullough, President, Whitehorse Senior Men's Soccer 

Angélique Bernard, President, Whitehorse Women's  Soccer

Dave Stockdale, President, Yukon Soccer Association

Alan Pohl, President, Yukon Climbing Association

