Please reply to:

30 Blanchard Road

Whitehorse, YT  Y1A 4T7

668-8824, dhitch@yknet.yk.ca

May 10, 1999

Indoor Soccer Centre Partnership

Piers McDonald

Government Leader

Cabinet Office

Yukon Government Administration Building

A-1

Dear Government Leader:

The Whitehorse Indoor Soccer Centre Facilities Committee has been researching and promoting the concept of a centre for our community for about two years. We now feel that the community understands the need for and benefits of such a centre.

In many places centres are run as partnerships between municipalities and the soccer community. We feel there may be an opportunity now for a partnership to develop and run a local centre.

We would like to meet with you to discuss the possibility of a three-way partnership for a Whitehorse centre among soccer, the City, and the Department of Education. Capital and O&M costs would be shared by the three groups. We would like to suggest construction of the facility at F. H. Collins where a new gymnasium, as you know, is badly needed. The facility would be used by the high school, and other schools, during the day, and managed by the soccer community evenings and weekends. 

The City of Whitehorse is planning to invest a great deal of money in recreation infrastructure in the near future. There is no soccer centre in any of the proposed designs for the multiplex but the City now recognizes the need. There is a window of opportunity to make use of this good will and create a facility that would be used during the day as well as evenings and weekends.

Our committee consists of the Presidents of the Whitehorse Men's and Women's leagues, the President of the Yukon Soccer Association, a Director from the Whitehorse Minor Soccer Association, and the President of the Yukon Climbing Association. (A professional climbing facility is suited to the large back wall of an indoor centre. A large indoor space has many other community benefits: Arctic and Canada Winter Games, Remembrance Day Ceremony, Spruce Bog, trade shows, Frost Bite, and probably many others.)

Of the more than 1,600 registered soccer players in Whitehorse, about 40% is female, which is one of the highest for any community in the country. The sport is very broad-based with athletes from 4 to 74. It takes no special skill to start.

Several pages of information about soccer centres elsewhere and the need in Whitehorse can be found on the Whitehorse Soccer Umbrella website:

http://www.polarcom.com/~soccer

We look forward to discussing this issue with you at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Doug Hitch

Director, Whitehorse Minor Soccer

cc:

James McCullough, President, Whitehorse Senior Men's Soccer 

Angélique Bernard, President, Whitehorse Women's  Soccer

Dave Stockdale, President, Yukon Soccer Association

Alan Pohl, President, Yukon Climbing Association

