Whitehorse Indoor Soccer Centre Facilities Committee

Brief for City Hall, May 1998

Purpose

To show the desirability of an indoor soccer center for Whitehorse.

Background

During public discussions related to the proposed multiplex, there appears to have been no suggestion of a dedicated indoor soccer facility. The main reason for this may be that people simply did not know what is possible. Recently, representatives of the local minor league, the men's league, the women's league and from the territorial association have formed the Whitehorse Indoor Soccer Centre Facilities Committee. The committee's current role is to gather information about what is possible and relay it to the community.

Importance of Soccer to the Community

•
Besides Whitehorse Minor, there are Mens and Womens leagues, a range of territorial representative teams, a coed oldtimers team, and other smaller groups.

•
1100 youth players are registered in the 1998 Whitehorse Minor Soccer outdoor season. The 96 teams are sponsored by 96 local businesses. 12 fields are in use.

•
About 40% of the athletes in Whitehorse Minor are female.

•
There are five Men's and five Women's teams.

•
Soccer is now the #1 youth sport in Canada and the United States. This in spite of the fact that there is little television coverage and there are no idols like a Gretzky.

Indoor Soccer in Whitehorse

•
Whitehorse Minor Indoor Soccer runs nearly 6 months from October to March.

•
In 1997-98 Whitehorse Minor registered 325 players and used 7 gymnasiums, two nights a week. Because of gym demand it was necessary to rent the Yukon College gym twice a week.

•
The indoor youth tournament run this year by the Yukon Soccer Association involved 465 young people from 6 communities.

•
Representative teams travel to Juneau and Anchorage for tournaments and teams from those cities come to tournaments here.

•
Indoor soccer is one of the most popular events at Arctic Winter Games. Due to its popularity in southern Canada, it may eventually be a Canada Winter Games sport.

•
There are no adult leagues in Whitehorse but there are at least two informal groups.

What is an Indoor Soccer Centre?
•
The building contains one or more courts. A court is similar to a hockey rink with boards and rounded corners but has a little smaller area (80' x 180'). The boards at the sides are a little higher, and at the end much higher. The goals are recessed into the end boards. Rubber shock pad and artificial turf are laid on the concrete floor.

Why the Shortage of Information on Indoor Soccer

•
It is relatively new. Other indoor sports have been around for generations.

•
While there are professional leagues, there is no television coverage.

•
The gymnasium and arena games common in North America have emerged from grassroots movements. There are no international or national governing bodies. Rules vary. But there is some official recognition at the provincial level such as in Alberta and Saskatchewan.

•
There is no national body that can give information about indoor soccer or soccer centres in Canada.

•
Most people involved in indoor soccer in Whitehorse do not know anything about the game in other parts of the country. Expectations are low.

Disadvantages to Using School Gymnasiums

•
Not designed for soccer. Many obstacles interfere with play such as door jambs, climbing apparatus, bleachers or hallways. Square corners trap play.

•
Spectators must cross playing floor to reach seats. Players often must cross a game in progress to reach change rooms. This interferes with play. Street shoes track dirt,  gravel and snow onto gym floors. Wet floors are the greatest preventable cause of injuries in gyms.

•
When the gym doors are unlocked for soccer, people can gain access to other parts of schools creating a security problem.

Disadvantages of the proposed Flexihall

•
The same fundamental design problems as the current school gyms, plus:

•
The overhead running track is an extra obstacle, equivalent to having a track ten feet above a hockey rink.

Models for Whitehorse

•
Lethbridge has a new two court facility. The construction cost was $3.8 million. The O&M is entirely covered by the soccer association which runs the facility.

•
Medicine Hat has a new $2 million, one court building. The Stampede Board leases the facility to the city in the winter which in turn rents space to user groups. In the first season it was already fully booked with soccer. The soccer association provided boards and turf.

Advantages to Whitehorse of a Dedicated Facility

•
Provide the # 1 Whitehorse youth sport with a facility on par with those in the rest of the country.

•
Free up a great amount of gym space (7 gyms, 2 evenings a week) for basketball and volleyball, lessening the need for a Flexihall.

•
Possibly no O&M subsidy from the city. Certainly less than a pool or ice surface.

•
Provide the greatest number of recreation hours per tax dollar spent.

•
Large indoor space for Frostbite, trade shows, fall fair, and the Fulda dinner.

•
Elsewhere, proper facilities have led to a rapid growth of the sport.
